Towards an understanding of cognitive function in Friedreich ataxia.
There is limited documentation regarding cognitive function in individuals with Friedreich ataxia (FRDA), possibly because FRDA is widely held to predominantly affect the spinal cord, peripheral sensory nerves and cerebellum and not to affect cognition. Traditionally, the cerebellum has been thought to coordinate voluntary movement and motor tone, posture and gait. However, recent studies have implicated the cerebellum in a range of cognitive functions including executive function, visuospatial organisation and memory. We review the available data on cognitive function and neuroimaging in FRDA and the role of the cerebellum in cognitive function. We conclude with recommendations for future research including correlating cognitive function in individuals with FRDA with possible determinants of disease severity, such as age of onset and the causative genetic mutation.